First-Time Marathoner: Solicitation Letter - Sample #1 
Date: 
Dear Contributor/Supporter: 
On May 2, 2010, I will run the Dick’s Sporting Pittsburgh Marathon.  Completing this 26.2 mile race will be a significant challenge for me.  Even more significant is my goal of raising a minimum of (Our Minimum is $200, feel free to put in a higher number) to benefit The Call to Serve, an affiliate charity as part of the Marathon Challenge Team. 
I have been and will continue to be hard at work training to complete the marathon.  In preparation for the race I will run approximately ____ miles, but my success on May 2nd will be measured both physically and financially.  My training will prepare me to meet the physical challenge, while your donation will help contribute to my financial commitment. 
The Call to Serve is a faith-based organization dedicated to teaching young adults the power of public service through local and national service trips.  Partnering with a variety of organizations, volunteers from the Call to Serve (CTS) provide service to those in need.  As an ecumenical organization, founded by Adam Kunes and Andrew Blythe, The Call to Serve welcomes all volunteers ready to make a difference in the lives of people. More information can be found on http://www.thecalltoserve.org
For this challenge I need more than your encouragement -- I hope I can count on your financial support. 
The enclosed fundraising form outlines a variety of options for your tax-deductible contribution.  After you have determined your level of support, please return the form with your contribution directly to The Call to Serve office in the enclosed addressed envelope.  Be sure to indicate The Call to Serve and my name on the memo part of your check.  Remember to check on your company’s matching gift program too.   
I am excited about the marathon and the impact our efforts will make in raising money for this worthwhile cause.  I truly hope that I can count on your support.  Please call me at (xxx) xxx-xxxx or call The Call to Serve at (412) 259.3254 if you have any questions about your contribution.   
With sincere appreciation, 
Team Member’s Signature 
